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social media to advance the kingdom  
of God.

BIO: Joe and Grecia Small are the youth 
and young adult pastors at Grace. 
They have served in ministry for over a 
decade in Las Vegas, Los Angeles and 
now Houston. Joe and Grecia have a 
passion for raising up leaders and have 
sent students into ministry all over the 
country. The Smalls have been married 
for ten years. They have three children, 
Aiden (6), Mila (2) and Lucy (1).

September 26th 

GUARDING YOUR HEART 

Rachel Hunter | Classroom 4 | Spiritual 
Growth  

There’s nothing you can protect that 
is more valuable than your inner life.  
Proverbs 4:23 warns us, “Guard your 
heart above all else for it determines the 
course of your life.” Guarding your heart 
is a full-time job, especially in today’s 
society! By a constant partnership with 
the Holy Spirit, we can guard our hearts 
from attack and live a victorious life!
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BIO: Rachel has served as a pastor in full 
time ministry for 24 years in the Dallas 
area. She has led in several areas of the 
church, although the majority of her time 
has been spent in worship ministry. Most 
recently she was the worship director 
at Southwestern Assemblies of God 
University, helping train, teach and equip 
college students for ministry. She and her 
husband, Dan, currently serve on staff at 
Grace and have nine year old, twin girls, 
Jordyn and Avery.

October 3rd 

HEALTHY RELATIONSHIPS 
David Scarpeta | Chapel | Biblical  
Studies & Christian Living 

We all have our circle of relationships 
and we relate to each one differently.  In 
this class, you will learn how to adminis-
ter and maintain healthy interpersonal 
relationships. 

BIO: David is the pastor of the Span-
ish congregation at Grace and an 
international worshiper with more than 
17 years of experience leading worship. 
Colombian-born, David has recorded 
three praise and worship CD’s and is 
currently working on a new production. 
He combines God’s word with music and 
is passionate about the growth of the 
church as well as bringing fresh worship 
for this time. David is married to his beau-
tiful wife, Diana, of 18 years and they 
have four wonderful children!
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October 3rd 

JACOB & ESAU: WHAT 
ARE YOU TEACHING YOUR 
CHILDREN?
Matt Summers | Classroom 3 |  
Marriage/Family 

Jacob and Esau provide excellent exam-
ples of how family dynamics, as well as 
our own ambitions, impact the lives of our 
children.  This class presents the conflict 
between Jacob and Esau from a child’s 
perspective – a perspective that is craft-
ed in Scripture by God over the course 
of time.  Our study will provide a spiritual 
formation opportunity in parenting and 
teaches us to rely on the guidance of the 
Holy Spirit in raising our children.

BIO:  Matt Summers is currently a can-
didate for a Masters of Theological and 
Biblical Studies from Dallas Theological 
Seminary where he has been attending 
since 2012.  Upon receipt of his degree 
this fall, he intends to pursue a Doctorate 
in Systematic Theology. Matt current-
ly possesses a Master and Bachelor 
Degree in Education from the University 
of Illinois. He is the primary instructor for 
the Grace Men’s Bible Study that meets 
each Saturday at 7:00 a.m.  He has been 
married for 22 years to his wife, Brenda, 
and they have three adult daughters, 
two son-in-laws, and two grandchildren.  
Matt’s spiritual calling is to teach at 
Grace Community Church and to help all 
Christians come to a sanctifying knowl-
edge of Christ.
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October 3rd

CREATIVE COMMUNICATION
Debbie Cusic | Classroom 4 | Biblical 
Studies & Christian Living 

Be a part of this fun and interactive class! 
We will discover some creative ways to 
share our faith by using the same meth-
ods Jesus did. Simply by using objects 
around us, we can start conversations 
and share our faith. Bring your thinking 
cap, but even if for some reason you have 
lost it, we will help you find it!

BIO: Debbie has been in full-time ministry 
since 1991 alongside her husband, 
Ward. She is a preacher’s daughter, third 
of seven children, mother to her furry 
children (daschunds) and now on staff 
here at Grace. She loves to teach, as well 
as share from the Word and her own ex-
periences, the things God has shown her.

October 10th 

OVERCOMING REJECTION
Yolanda Cruz | Chapel | Prayer and 
Freedom 

Come and join us as we study God’s truth 
that tells us, “We have been accepted in 
the beloved” (in Jesus). We will learn to 
understand that our security is in Christ 
alone and that we can be healed of past 
and present rejections and walk in the 
confidence of our position in Christ. 

BIO: In 1980 Yolanda gave her life to 
Christ and finally found the lover of 
her soul. Born and raised in Houston, 
Yolanda served on staff at a Houston 
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church for 22 years leading the outreach 
ministry, helping with the prayer ministry 
and teaching Bible studies. God then 
called her to prison ministry where she 
shared the love of Jesus to inmates. In 
2006 the Lord brought Yolanda to Grace 
where she serves in the prayer ministry 
as well as leads “Women with Purpose,” a  
Bible study designed to bring hope to the 
hopeless and teach women who they are 
in Christ. Yolanda’s passion is for Jesus 
and His compassion for souls. She has 
found purpose in her life and as she has 
freely received, she now freely gives.

October 10th 

A COLLISION OF  
WORLD VIEWS 
Matt Summers | Classroom 3 | Biblical 
Studies & Christian Living 

The Pew Research Center reports that 
the total number of Christians is declin-
ing as a share of the US population, as 
well as the overall total number. These 
facts paint a picture of growing sec-
ular-humanism which is apparent to 
most Christians.  This class will explore 
secular-humanist thought in view of 
identifying evangelical opportunities to 
present the gospel of Jesus Christ. 
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BIO: Matt Summers is currently a can-
didate for a Masters of Theological and 
Biblical Studies from Dallas Theological 
Seminary where he has been attending 
since 2012. Upon receipt of his degree 
this fall, he intends to pursue a Doctorate 
in Systematic Theology. Matt current-
ly possesses a Master and Bachelor 
Degree in Education from the University 
of Illinois. He is the primary instructor for 
the Grace Men’s Bible Study that meets 
each Saturday at 7:00 a.m.  He has been 
married for 22 years to his wife, Brenda, 
and they have three adult daughters, 
two son-in-laws, and two grandchildren.  
Matt’s spiritual calling is to teach at 
Grace Community Church and to help all 
Christians come to a sanctifying knowl-
edge of Christ.

October 17th

JESUS AS A ROLE MODEL OF 
PERSONAL PASSION  
IN PRAYER
Mike Hooper | Chapel | Prayer and 
Freedom 

The first words of Jesus in the Book of 
John are, “What are you seeking?”  What 
we seek reveals our personal passion; 
what drives us, what motivates us, what 
fulfills us.  Jesus’ passion was to do the 
will of His Father.  We see that lived out 
in His private and public prayer life and 
we will look at both as we discover the 
perfect role model of prayer.

BIO: Mike and his wife, Liz, have been in 
full-time ministry since 1985. They were 
lead pastors at churches in Oregon, 
Washington, and California. They 
became part of the Executive Pastoral 
Team at Grace in 2005 where they 
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continue to serve.  In June of 2014 they 
became the Directors of Prayer at KSBJ, 
the number one Christian radio station in 
America. Today they have a prayer team 
of over 8,000 members and have started 
One Church - One Day, a 24-hour prayer 
movement in Humble, Atascocita, and 
Kingwood with 37 participating church-
es. Their hope is to take this movement 
to every community service district in the 
greater Houston area.  Mike and Liz have 
been married 34 years and have two 
grown children and five grandchildren.

October 17th

THE GOSPEL OF JOHN  
IN 1 NIGHT
Jon Burkley | Classroom 3 | Biblical Stud-
ies & Christian Living 

 The Gospel of John was written “….that 
you may believe that Jesus is the Messi-
ah, the Son of God, and that by believing 
you may have life in his name.” (John 
20:31). The entire book was written 
to document the deity of Christ and 
to counter the charges of the day that 
Jesus was just another Jewish Rabbi with 
delusions of grandeur. In this one night 
study, we will provide a general overview 
of this important book, but also delve into 
several of the chapters that reveal differ-
ent aspects of what Jesus meant when 
He said, “I AM.” He is indeed the Bread 
of Life, Light of the World, Door for His 
sheep, Good Shepherd, True Vine, Light 
of the World, and the Way, the Truth and 
the Life. The Gospel of John was written 
to explain the spiritual meaning of the 
miracles and statements of Jesus, and 
to demonstrate conclusively that He was 
indeed Emanuel – “God with us.”  

“The Word became flesh and made his 
dwelling among us. We have seen his 
glory, the glory of the one and only Son, 
who came from the Father, full of grace 
and truth.” (John 1:14)

BIO: Jon is the Director of Adult Educa-
tion and of Missions at Grace Commu-
nity Church. He is a graduate of the 
United States Military Academy at West 
Point, and joined Grace after successful 

careers in the military and the business 
world. He is completing his Master 
of Theology at The King’s University 
Seminary, and has been teaching biblical 
studies at Grace for over four years. Jon’s 
teaching style is based on making  
the Bible come alive in a fun, yet infor-
mative fashion. Jon and his wife, Sydney, 
have 2 adult children and one  
beautiful grandson.

October 17th

JOB: THE TRUTH ABOUT 
SUFFERING AND WHAT YOU 
CAN DO ABOUT IT
Karen Porter | Classroom 4 | Biblical 
Studies and Christian Living 

The Book of Job is not religious fiction. 
Job was a real person and his story is a 
true story. We’ve heard about the trials 
and troubles of Job. We’ve heard the 
book is about patience. While we’ll learn 
a lot about patience and endurance, we 
will discover together that this book is 
ultimately not about patience. The real 
lesson of this book is deeper and richer 
and more meaningful to your life than 
you could have imagined.
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BIO: Karen Porter is an international 
retreat and seminar speaker and a suc-
cessful businesswoman. She is the author 
of seven books. Karen served as Vice 
President of International Marketing of 
a major food company in Texas for more 
than 30 years. Today she and her hus-
band, George, own Bold Vision Books, a 
Christian publishing company. Karen is a 
coach of communicators in both writing 
and speaking and serves on numerous 
boards of national ministries. Karen says 
her marriage to George is her greatest 
achievement, but she’d love to talk to 
you about her five grandchildren! In her 
spare time, Karen continues her life-long 
quest to find the perfect purse.

October 24th 

MY BEST PRAYER PARTNER 
(PRAYING WITH THE SPIRIT) 
Juan Carlos Manzewitsch | Chapel | 
Prayer and Freedom 

Why the Holy Spirit was given / The inter-
cessors of the Father / Going together 
before the Throne. 

BIO:  Pastor Juan Carlos Manzewitsch 
has spoken on the Holy Spirit throughout 
the world and is the General Director 
of Vision International Ministries. God 
uses him to lead the church into a new 
dimension, where the purposes of God´s 
kingdom can be fulfilled. His passion for 
the presence of God has led thousands 
of people to be touched and transformed 
by the power of Jesus Christ through 
evangelistic crusades, massive prayer 

rallies and conferences in different parts 
of the world. Pastor Juan Carlos and his 
wife, Fabiana, are Directors of Vision In-
ternational Ministries and Vision School 
of Ministries. They travel throughout the 
world planting churches and overseeing 
more than 200 churches that are under 
their spiritual covering.

October 24th 

WOMEN (SPIRITUALLY) 
LEADING THEIR FAMILIES
Carol Schneider | Classroom 3 |  
Marriage/Family 

When a woman is a single parent, 
married to an unbeliever, or married to 
a believer who will not step up to the 
spiritual plate and provide the needed 
spiritual structure, a woman is not help-
less or hopeless. God always prepares a 
way. If you are in any of those circum-
stances, join us for this class as we seek 
the Word of God and the Spirit of God 
for direction and strength to spiritually 
lead our families.

BIO: After a 27-year career at NASA, 
Carol went into full-time ministry at 
Grace in the Adult Ministries depart-
ment. Carol is also an ordained minister 

with Grace International. She loves to 
read, relax on the patio with her husband 
of 38 years, and spend every chance she 
gets with her daughters and five amazing 
grandkids. Carol’s passion is to help 
equip men and women so they can grow 
in the grace and knowledge of the Lord 
Jesus Christ and the hope that comes 
only through being one of His.
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October 24th 

WHAT’S INCLUDED IN THE 
FINISHED WORK OF JESUS 
Rick Paris | Classroom 4 | Biblical Studies 
& Christian Living 

The death and resurrection of Christ re-
aligned the whole universe. In this class, 
we will examine what is now available to 
the individual believer and the church 
as a whole because of the work of Jesus. 
We will also look to how we are to walk in 
the new world order that was launched 
through the cross and resurrection.

BIO: Dr. Rick Paris is co-founder and 
part of the apostolic leadership team of 
Ministerios Visión Internacional which 
has its headquarters in Querétaro, 
Mexico. Since the ministry was founded in 
1990, it has seen over 400 churches and 
ministries birthed in Mexico, Argentina, 
the United States, and other countries.
Dr. Paris travels extensively in the United 
States, Latin America, Europe, and Africa 
conducting conferences and seminars. 
He and his wife, Jane, currently live in 
Baytown, Texas.

October 31st 

CHRISTIANITY, CULTS AND 
RELIGIONS
Jon Burkley | Chapel | Biblical Studies & 
Christian Living 

A friend at work says he is Muslim, or Hin-
du, or belongs to Jehovah’s  Witnesses, 
a Seventh-day Adventist or maybe even 
a Mormon! Do you know enough about 
what he believes to point him to Jesus as 
the One, True God? This class compares 
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the beliefs of the major world religions 
and cults in the following topics: Who 
is God? Who is Jesus? What happens 
after death? How is a person saved and 
what is the spiritual goal? Many religious 
groups use the same terms but hold 
completely opposite beliefs. This class 
will help you understand the differences 
between various beliefs and will give you 
a firm foundation for your own faith. 

BIO: Jon is the Director of Adult Educa-

tion and of Missions at Grace Commu-
nity Church. He is a graduate of the 
United States Military Academy at West 
Point, and joined Grace after successful 
careers in the military and the business 
world. He is completing his Master 
of Theology at The King’s University 
Seminary, and has been teaching biblical 
studies at Grace for over four years. Jon’s 
teaching style is based on making the 
Bible come alive in a fun, yet informa-
tive fashion. Jon and his wife, Sydney, 
have 2 adult children and one beautiful 
grandson.

October 31st 

FREEDOM THROUGH  
FORGIVENESS 
Yolanda Cruz | Classroom 3 | Prayer and 
Freedom 

Let’s study together how forgiveness will 
shut the door to the enemy. We’ll learn 
to walk in total freedom as well as God’s 
peace; to forgive from the heart, as we 
have been forgiven.

BIO: In 1980 Yolanda gave her life to 
Christ and finally found the lover of 
her soul. Born and raised in Houston, 
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Yolanda served on staff at a Houston 
church for 22 years leading the outreach 
ministry, helping with the prayer ministry 
and teaching Bible studies. God then 
called her to prison ministry where she 
shared the love of Jesus to inmates. In 
2006 the Lord brought Yolanda to Grace 
where she serves in the prayer ministry 
as well as leads “Women with Purpose,” a  
Bible study designed to bring hope to the 
hopeless and teach women who they are 
in Christ. Yolanda’s passion is for Jesus 
and His compassion for souls. She has 
found purpose in her life and as she has 
freely received, she now freely gives.

October 31st

THE POWER OF HIS WORD  
& YOUR WORDS
Ward Cusic | Classroom 4 | Biblical Stud-
ies and Christian Living 

This class will teach you the power that 
is in words. The words that God spoke at 
the beginning of creation, and the words 
Jesus spoke at the last supper have the 
power to change your life. We will also 
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look at some of the things we say and 
see the power in our words; for the good 
and bad. When you combine the two: His 
words with your words, it will change the 
way you think and the way you speak.

BIO: Ward has been in ministry as 
a Grace International Pastor since 
1991.  He is now the Adult & Family 

Pastor of Grace Community Church 
where he serves with his wife, Debbie. He 
is the founder of a program called “Teen-
break”, a huge outreach to the teenagers 
of northwestern Arizona, and has been 
awarded the Arizona Governor’s award 
and featured in Time Magazine for his 
work with teenagers. He loves music and 
has been playing trumpet and piano 
since he was seven years old. He has a 
heart to reach the lost and one of his 
greatest passions is the discipleship of 
new believers.
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